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Lt. Gen. Vidthaya Chovichien (Surgeon General, Director of Medical Department, RTA) and Director General, AFRIMS,

Maj Gen. Krisada Duangurai visited US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), Walter Reed Army Institute
of Research (WRAIR), Office of the Surgeon General (OTSG), Pentagon, and Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences
(USUHS) Washington DC, USA during 24 Oct — 2 Nov 2007. The purpose of the visit was to attain advanced technology in the
medical field, as well as to improve relations between the US and Thai Commanders. The knowledge and experience gained will

assist in advancing the current medical and research work of RTA.
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The new offices for Biosafety, Biosurety, GEIS, Maintenance,
MAVS, QAU, Biostatistician, Training Coordinator, PAO, and Research
Support will be completed within the next 6 months, as a result of great
efforts put forth by the DG, the Commander and the Deputy Commander. Senior COL Koi (P Salilla), Chief Department of Pharmacy,
Phramongkutklao Hospital, has kindly relocated her department, along with 30 staff members, to a smaller space (1/3 of the previous

one). The new offices will be on the 4th and 5th floors of the Chalermphrabaramee Building (CPM)........... by COL Chaiyaphruk.
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Summary

1) All the Thai Component's staff - Please contact the Administrative Division for your personnel folder's revision.

2) Congratulations to Sergeant Paween on her graduation (BA Political Sciences) from Ramkhumhaeng University.
An interesting translated book on "Animal Farm" by COL Chaiyaphruk has been released. The book is about animal
societies and strong, smart and ethical leaders.

3) Fire Fighting Training was conducted at AFRIMS by Mr. Kanathat Chantrsiri, a Fire Prevention Expert, from the
Fire and Rescue Association, on Tuesday 5 February 2008.

4) AFRIMS History Project: Dr. Kyle Webster is at AFRIMS during 25-29 February 2008 for AFRIMS History
Project.

5) AFRIMS basket ball team (led by MAJ Thomas) practice is on every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the
Pramongkut College of Medicine Gymnasium during 1600-1800. The US Friendship Basketball Tournament schedule is
as follows:

March 14, 2008 at Marine House 1700 hrs.: US Embassy (led by the Ambassador John) VS AFRIMS
March 21, 2008 at Marine House 1700 hrs.: US Embassy VS CDC/TUC

March 28, 2008 at Marine House 1700 hrs.: AFRIMS VS CDC/TUC

April 1, 2008 at Marine House 1700 hrs.: Final match on the US Embassy Songkran Day (1 April 2008)

6) Welcome new employees: Khun Wirote Oransathid, Department of Enteric Diseases and Dr. Alongkot Ponlawat,
Department of Entomology.
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AFRIMS Safety News February 2008

8 Principles of Workplace Safety

1. Safety is an Ethical Responsibility

2. Safety is a Culture Not a Program

3. Management is Responsible

4. Employees Must Be Trained to Work
Safely

5. Safety is a Condition of Employment

6. All Injuries Are Preventable

7. Safety Programs Must Be Site Specific
With Recurring Audits of the Workplace and
Prompt Corrective Action

8. Safety is Good Business

Applying the Principles

Principle #1

At its core, ethics holds up a positive vision of
what is right and what is good. It defines what
is “worth” pursuing as guidance for our
decisions and actions. Workplace injuries and
deaths are too often seen in the abstract as
statistics. But when it happens to someone
we love, we suddenly see the reality of the
horrible pain and suffering and its widespread
effect. Itis our ethical responsibility to do
what is necessary to protect employees from
death, injury, and illness in the workplace.
This is the only foundation upon which a true
safety culture can be established in any
workplace.

What OSHA Says About Video
Training

Training the employee solely by means of a
film or video without the opportunity for a
discussion constitutes a violation of training
requirements. While video training programs
are certainly appropriate for use as an aid in
training, they must be supplemented with the

required site specific information, and a person
must be accessible for interaction.

AFRIMS Safety Facts

Did you know that most accidents that
occurred in AFRIMS are related to the use of
personal protective equipment (PPE)?
Although it is your Supervisor responsibility to
ensure you have PPE available to do your
tasks, it is your responsibility to make sure you
wear it appropriately and check that it's in
good condition. Communicate your needs and
concerns to your Supervisor and/or Safety
Officer.

Looking for Online Training
Courses?

The United States Army Combat Readiness
University welcomes you to enroll in any of their
safety online training courses. Delivering tools,
resources, and training online system provides
user access anywhere in the world 24/7.
Content on this site is designed to provide
superior decision-making capability to our force.
It is a repository for safety education, training,
and other career enhancing tools for US Army,
civilian, contractor, Department of Defense, and
other government agency employees.

Among the training offered at the CRC
University are:

*Composite Risk Management Course
*Supervisor's Safety Course

*Collateral Duty Safety Officer Course
*Safety Committee Member's Safety Course
*The Employee Safety Course

By: CPT Miguel A. Arroyo
Safety Officer
USAMC-AFRIMS




